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A Long Suppressed Wolfe Title Comes to Light

Data Gathered During The Wolfe Pack Expedition

to the Rex Stout Archives at Boston College
July 6, 7, 8, 9, 2011

This is the story of how an office joke at Viking
almost produced a 74th Wolfe title!
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THE VIKING PRESS INC - PUBLISHERS
625 MADISON AVENUE - NEW YORK 22+ NY
Cable: Vikpress  Telepbone: PL 5-4330

April 5, 1957

Mr, Rex Stout
High Meadow
Brewster, New York

Dear Rex:

I telephoned the boss in Nassau and he says that
maybe we can accept 3:19 on June 18th, provided
you sit down between now and May lst and write
out a paragraph with a tentative title which we
can use in our catalog. It needn't have anything
to do with what the book is going to be about and
needn't even name the detective, E.fg) as it
£ills the allotted space of half a page.

————

@hervise , We are faced with printing "Compliments

of a Friend." QIn desperation maybe you could use
STIFF UPPER LIPSTICK with the paragraph already
written, This would also solve the jacket problem
which is going to be our chief difficulty.

Yours sincerely,
Manchart

MAB/pg
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