
A Checklist of Primary First Editions by ROBIN H. SMILEY 
FOLLOWING IS A CHECKLIST of Rex Stout Rex Stout, the updated 2004 list. It is hard to imagine 

collecting Stout without a copy of this most useful 
guide, which includes a facsimile signature, information 
on omnibus editions and recombinations, British first 
editions, proof and advance reading copies, later print­
ings, publications that are not book length, and posthu­
mous publications. None of these are included here, but 
Stout completists will want them, and should consult 
the Ahearn A.P.G. I also consulted the St. James Guide 
to Crime and Mystery Writers, Fourth Edition (Detroit, 
MI: St. James Press, 1996) and a private collection. I 
have not seen several of the books in the list; for these, 
I relied on the Ahearns' descriptions. The price ranges 
given, however, are my own. Signed and/or inscribed 
copies bring a considerable premium. 

first editions. The list includes only book-length 
publications and the American first editions 

through the last of the Viking Press editions in 1977. 
The price estimates given are for copies in very good to 
fine condition in like dust wrappers. Please note that 
condition is a large variable in pricing Stout titles; 
bright, fresh copies from any era bring a premium. 

The early Nero Wolfe titles, published in the early 
1930s by Farrar & Rinehart, are truly scarce. Pricing 
them often amounts to a "guesstimate," since collec­
tor's copies in dustwrapper appear in the marketplace 
only infrequently. 

The list is based on three sources. I primarily used 
Allen and Patricia Ahearn's "Author Price Guide" for 

1. How-Like-a; god 
NY: Vanguard, 1929 
No statement of printing 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s4,ooo-s7,500 

2. sud on,, the, wi-nd 
NY: Vanguard, 1930 
No statement of printing 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s2,500-s4,ooo 

3. (jo~ ~ 
NY: Vanguard, 1931 
No statement of printing 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s1,500-s2,500 

4. Forut Fi.re, 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1933 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s2,ooo-s3,ooo 

s. r/,,e,,Pru~ 
Vtuti.rh-M 
(published anonymously) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1934 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s1,500-s2,500 

6. Fer-de,-LIUt,C,(!,, (Wolle) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1934 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page; no 
reviews on the back panel 
of the dustwrapper 
First edition, s15,ooo and up 

7. The- LeAjue, of 
Frijltteiiu,l Men, (Wolle) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1935 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s15,ooo and up 

8. 0 Careuu~ Love, 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1935 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s2,500-s4,ooo 

9. rite, Rubber BaJUl 
(Wolle) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1936 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s15,ooo-s30,ooo 

10. rhe,, Red Box (Wolfe) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1937 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s15,ooo-s30,ooo 

11. The,, HaJUl 
~ the, (jUJve, 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1937 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s5,ooo-s7,500 

12. Too Many Ct>oks (Wolle) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1938 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s2,500-s5,ooo 

13. Mr. dnderel/,a; 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1938 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s2,ooo-s4,ooo 

14. Som,e,,, Buruul cauar 
(Wolle) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1939 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s2,500-s5,ooo 



15.Mo~Cax 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1939 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s1,500-s2,500 

16. Double,fo_y Deatn,(Fox) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1939 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s1,ooo-s2,ooo 

17. Over My Dead Body 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1940 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s4,ooo-s7,500 

18. wher~ There/s a- wilt 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1940 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s4,ooo-s7,500 

19. T~ Broke,i, Vao~(Fox) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1941 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s750-s1,500 

20. Alplutbu Hicks 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1941 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s1,500-s2,500 

21. Black On:Juas (Wolfe) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1942 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s3,ooo-s5,ooo 

22. Not fluite, Dead 
Ent>~tt, (Wolfe) 
NY: Farrar & Rinehart, 1944 
Farrar & Rinehart colophon 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s1,ooo-s2,ooo 

23. T~S~ Speaker 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1946 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s400-S750 

24. TDD M4H.f WDUUlt, 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1947 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s400-s750 

25. And B~a,, V~ 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1948 
States "First published .. . " 
on the copyright page; Ahearn 
notes that the book club edi­
tion states "Printed in USA" 
while the first trade edition 
adds "by Colonial Press, Inc." 
and that the back flap of the 
first trade is blank. 
First edition, s300-s500 

26. T~ Second Ct>njusw,i, 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1949 
States "First published . .. " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s300-s500 

27. Trouble,uc,, TY~ 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1949 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s300-s500 

28. Three, DDDYS tb Death, 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1950 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s300-s500 

29. I,r,,tne, But F~ 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1950 
States "First published . .. " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s300-s500 

30. Curtauu for Three, 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1950 
States "First published . . . " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s300-s500 

31. Murder by the, Book 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1951 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s400-s750 



32. Triple, ]ebf4Y'o/ (Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1952 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s300-s500 

33. Pruon.er'r Ba.re-(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1952 
States "First published .. . " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s300-s500 

34. T~ goUUJt/ spiaerr 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1953 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

35. Three,Melt/Out-(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1954 
States "First published . .. " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

36. T~BlackMo~ 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1954 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

37. Bejore-Mi.dnijht(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1955 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

38. Mijht Ar well 
Be, Deaa-(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1956 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

39. Three, WtbtNru(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1956 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

40. Three,for~dutir 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1957 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

41. If De.ad,,, Ev-er S{epr 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1957 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

42. And Four ti> go 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1958 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, 
s200-s350 

43. ~~for 0~ 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1958 
States "First published .. . " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

44. Pll>t It Yourrelf(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1959 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

45. Tkree,PE Wolfe!r Door 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1960 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

46. Too Many tii.enft 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1960 
States "First published . .. " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s200-s350 

4 7. T~ Futat Dedu.c:twn­
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1961 
States "First published .. . " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s150-s300 



48. Ho~ rruuty 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1962 
States "First published . .. " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s150-s300 

49. gaffliJic (Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1962 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, 1n50-s300 

50. r/ie,Mother HUJtt­
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1963 
States "First published . . . " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s150-s300 

51. rrw for Buutx 
I,,utrUHUHJ;r (Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1964 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s150-s300 

52. A °Ri:9nrto Die- (Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1964 
States "First published . .. " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s150-s300 

53. rite, DoorbeLt ~ 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1965 (Official 
publication date was October 
22, 1964, but it was not 
released until 1965, 
according to Ahearn) 
States "First published . .. " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s100-s200 

54. Dead,,,oja,, Doxy (Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1966 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s100-s200 

55. rite, FaJ:l,,er HUJtt­
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1968 
States "First published . . . " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s100-s200 

56. Dead,,,oja,, Dude-(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1969 
States "First published ... " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s100-s200 

5 7. PUuu~ Parr the, guiic 
(Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1973 
States "First published . . . " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s60-s100 

58. rhe,Nero Wolfo 
C-DokBook 
NY: Viking, 1973 
States "First published . . . " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s60-s100 

59. A F~ Affair (Wolfe) 
NY: Viking, 1975 
States "First published . .. " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s60-s100 

60. jMtia, £KM~ Hou.u,, 
tUUl other Stori.M 
(edited by James McAleer) 
NY: Viking, 1977 
States "First published . . . " 
on the copyright page 
First edition, s60-s100 




